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The first theoretically driven monograph on Tsiolkas’s full body of work to date, offering highly innovative 

readings and a critical analysis of the writer’s literary success.

‘McCann deftly situates Tsiolkas in both his vernacular local context as well as defining the contradictory elements of his growing 

global appeal. Tsiolkas’s extreme fictions are rendered legible as much through references to Pasolini’s legacy of queer aesthetics as 

to Adorno’s critiques of mass culture. At the same time McCann delivers an incisive and breathtakingly well-informed assessment of 

the current state of cultural politics in Australia.’ —Sneja Gunew, University of British Columbia

Christos Tsiolkas is one of the most recognizable and internationally successful literary novelists working in Australia today. He is 

also one of the country’s most politically engaged writers. These terms – recognition, commercial success, political engagement – 

suggest a relationship to forms of public discourse that belies the extremely confronting nature of much of Tsiolkas’s fiction and his 

deliberate attempt to cultivate a literary persona oriented to notions of blasphemy, obscenity and what could broadly be called a 

pornographic sensibility.

Readership

This work will be of interest to scholars and students working on contemporary Australian fiction and global Anglophone literature, 

literary theorists, and readers interested in Tsiolkas and Australian fiction more broadly.

Contents

Preface; Introduction: Pasolini’s Ashes; 1. The Down-Curve of Capital: ‘Loaded’; 2. Inside the Machine: From ‘Loaded’ to ‘The Jesus 

Man’; 3. The Pornographic Logic of Global Capitalism: ‘Dead Europe’; 4. In the Suburbs of World Literature: From ‘Dead Europe’ to 

‘The Slap’; 5. The Politics of the Bestseller: ‘The Slap’ and ‘Barracuda’; Conclusion: Aesthetic Autonomy and the Politics of Fiction; 

Notes; Bibliography; Index

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Andrew McCann is a professor in the Department of English at Dartmouth College, New Hampshire.

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

Marston Book Services

P.O. Box 269, Abingdon, Oxfordshire

OX14 4YN, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577 | Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556

direct.orders@marston.co.uk | trade.orders@marston.co.uk

Ordering in North America

Books International

P.O. Box 605, Herndon, VA

20172-0605 United States

Tel: +1 703 661 1570 | Fax: +1 703 661 1501

bimail@presswarehouse.com

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4225

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET


