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GM debate in the wider social, political, economic and cultural context

Quite often the GM controversy is construed as merely a debate of “science vs politics.” In this book, Aristeidis Panagiotou argues 

against this simplistic reading and suggests that the GM debate should be embedded in the wider social, political, economic and 

cultural context. Towards this theoretically informed direction, a holistic framework and a set of concrete methodological guidelines 

are suggested which help the researcher to explore the deeper dynamics of the GM debate and the reader to acquire a richer 

understanding of the controversy. In the empirical part of the book, the author assesses the 2012 Rothamsted GM wheat trials and 

discusses the insights that the specific experiment can reveal about the broader problematic scenarios. Panagiotou suggests that the 

tension underlying GM technology should be resolved through sustained dialogue, public involvement and broad scientific 

consensus.

Readership

The book primarily targets undergraduate students. It also provides graduate students and academics with a resource that bridges 

contemporary sociological theory and key controversies in agribiotechnology in a clear and concise manner. 
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