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A compact, comprehensive account of who’s at the top, and why we let them get there.

‘This book is a useful contribution to the current debates on the growing influence of the plutocracy. With its comparative and international focus, it 

adds an important dimension to the ongoing debates in the US and Europe.’ 

—Michèle Lamont, Professor of Sociology and African and African American Studies, and Director, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, 

Harvard University, USA

‘C. Wright Mills rides again, over 60 years later, in this vigorously argued analysis which is based on a powerful alliance of class and elite theory.’ 

—William Outhwaite, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, Newcastle University, UK

‘Greedy Elites’ explains why today’s revolt against the ‘rich and powerful’ is led by billionaires and political insiders, sidelining elites’ traditional 

enemies. It links social, economic and political theory and evidence to show how rivalries within an elite always eclipse (and co-opt) popular or class-

based rebellions in driving social change.
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