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A unique survey of the new horizons of film and media theory.

“In the wake of the post-theory wars, this collection stakes a bold claim for the relevance, importance and centrality of theory for film 

and screen studies. […] This book represents not merely a survey of the field, but a rich and open foray into current and future 

debates, often raising points that are challenging and controversial.”

—Richard Rushton, Senior Lecturer, Lancaster Institute for the Contemporary Arts, Lancaster University, UK

“Whoever claimed that film theory is dead should read The Anthem Handbook of Screen Theory. This excellent collection of essays 

forcefully demonstrates that film theory is well equipped to face the challenges of the digital age of moving images.”

—Sulgi Lie, Visiting Professor of Media Aesthetics, University of Basel, Switzerland

The Anthem Handbook of Screen Theory offers a unique and progressive survey of screen theory and how it can be applied to a range 

of moving-image texts and sociocultural contexts. Focusing on the “handbook” angle, the book includes only original essays from 

established authors in the field and new scholars on the cutting edge of helping screen theory evolve for the twenty-first-century 

vistas of new media, social shifts and geopolitical change. This method guarantees a strong foundation and clarity for the canon of 

film theory, while also situating it as part of a larger genealogy of art theories and critical thought, and reveals the relevance and 

utility of film theories and concepts to a wide array of expressive practices and specified arguments. The Anthem Handbook of 

Screen Theory is at once inclusive, applicable and a chance for writers to innovate and really play with where they think the field is, 

can and should be heading.
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