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An analysis of the practices and politics of reading the experimental addiction novel, advocating a compassionate response.

This thoroughly-researched book approaches the study of literature about addiction from a highly original perspective that combines affect theory 

and classic reader-response approaches in the analysis of readerly sympathy and empathy. Diehl demonstrates an encyclopedic knowledge of 

literature about, and theories of, addiction. While his close readings make this work invaluable to anyone teaching about addiction in the English 

literature classroom, his numerous examples also make it an essential source for any researcher interested in literary portrayals of addiction. — 

Brandon P. Bisbey, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Spanish, Coordinator of Latina/o and Latin American Studies, Northeastern Illinois University, 

Chicago.

The book does an outstanding job of analyzing the complex reality of addiction in contemporary novels. Moreover, this work explores the limits and 

characteristics of these creations, seeking to understand form and content, as well as the relevance of complex physical and emotional themes in our 

society without polarizing and actually caring about the addict. — Jorge Gonzalez del Pozo, Professor of Spanish, University of Michigan-Dearborn

The book analyzes the practices and politics of reading the experimental addiction novel, and outlines both a practice and an ethics of reading that 

advocates for a more compassionate response to addicts than the Western realistic novel traditionally has offered.
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