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Alixe de Fleury, orphaned at an early age in the Caribbean, is adopted by her St Clair uncle and aunt and raised with her cousin

Charles in the Caribbean. Following her uncle’s death, Alixe is taken to London by her aunt, Lady St Clair, and introduced, at the age

of 16, to London society. The novel thereafter traces relationships between mainly aristocratic characters in a shifting and complex

web of associations. During her first season, Alixe is attracted to Emily Price and her rakish brother Everard, who seems equally

attracted to her. In her second season, she has to deal with the competing claim of her affection, following his return from the sea, of

her cousin Charles. She is disturbed by Everard’s friendship with Harry Dunstan, whom she discovers to have been acting

dishonorably and whose criminality is finally exposed after he is discovered to have poisoned a racehorse for financial gain. Having

maintained a distance from her amorous cousin Charles, Alixe realizes that Everard, whatever his earnest pronouncements of love, is

unlikely to abandon his flirtation with Honorine de Valcone, a charismatic married woman equally unlikely to leave her husband.

Advised and supported by Emily, Alixe reluctantly ends her relationship with Everard.

Key selling points

A witty, stylishly written, fast-paced, and hitherto-unpublished novel of Regency society by a women’s rights campaigner, which

recently came to limelight by English Heritage Blue Plaque and a biography by historian Lady Antonia Fraser.

An important and useful contribution to a literary period widely held to be artistically insignificant in comparison with preceding

and succeeding decades – that is, between the Regency literature of Austen, Byron, the Shelleys, etc., and the early Victorian

works of Dickens, Thackeray, Tennyson and the Brontë’s.

The initial missing background section and the structure of the novel, which begins in the second year of its timeline and

contains a lengthy flashback, create a cinematic quality in which the mysterious back story of Alixe de Fleury is gradually

revealed or imagined.

The editorial team includes a distinguished professor of literature and a cultural historian, both of whom recently edited an

edition of Caroline Norton’s letters.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Ross Nelson is a cultural historian and author of several publications, including The Selected Letters of Caroline Norton, 3 vols

(2019), co-edited with Marie Mulvey-Roberts, and Letters to Martin Van Buren: An Edition of John Van Buren’s ‘Travel journal for 

a Trip to Europe, 1838-1839’ (2022).

Marie Mulvey-Roberts is a Professor of English Literature at the University of the West of England, Bristol. She co-edited, with

Ross Nelson, The Selected Letters of Caroline Norton, 3 vols (2020). She is Editor-in-Chief of Women’s Writing, the journal on

historic women writers.
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