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This is a one-of-a-kind book that explores the nature, scope, and features of African American women’s theatre

and dramas. This book interestingly illustrates the dramatic movement of African American women who write

plays to protest against racism, sexism, and classism.

The book demonstrates the experiences of Alice Childress, Lorraine Hansberry, and Suzan-Lori Parks in comparison with the

dramas of each other and those of other African American women. These women playwrights created a militant theatre and a theatre

of experience that applied to both the African American community in general and African and African American women in

particular. They have been encompassed within African American woman’s aesthetics that shares the militancy and

experiencecharacterized by a triple factor: race, gender, and class.

Key selling points

Illustrates the debilitating effects of racism, sexism, and classism on African Americans in general and African American women

in particular.

Explicates the novel ideas about the African American women who have been raped by white men, who are pregnant or

abandoned by the men (both white and black).

Offers an exhaustive background of the social, economic, political, and cultural history of African Americans in general.

Discusses how the images of African American women in American mainstream theater and African American male’s theater are

different than the images of African American women in African American women’s dramas.
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