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This book unlocks the profound world of Wittgenstein in an intellectually stimulating and provocative style.

In this Beginner’s Guide, Peter Hacker, the leading authority on the philosophy of Wittgenstein and author of a dozen books on his

work, introduces the later philosophy of Wittgenstein to those with an enquiring mind. It selects an array of topics that will capture

the interest of all educated readers: the nature of language and linguistic meaning, the analysis of necessity and its roots in

convention, the relation of thought and language, the nature of the mind and its relation to behavior, self-consciousness, and

knowledge of other minds. No philosophical knowledge is presupposed – only curiosity and a willingness to shed prejudices. Written

in a laid-back colloquial style and interspersed by dialogues between the author and questioners, the book is amusing and

entertaining to read. Nothing comparable to this exists in the literature on Wittgenstein. Wittgenstein’s ideas are presented in all

their profundity for the widest possible audience, in a style that is intellectually stimulating and provocative.

Readership

The educated public with an interest in philosophical questions and curiosity about Wittgenstein’s later philosophy, undergraduates

reading philosophy, and graduate students in quest of a synoptic view of the philosophy of the later Wittgenstein.

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

P.M.S. Hacker is the leading authority on the philosophy of Wittgenstein. He has specialized in philosophy of cognitive neuroscience.

He has written a tetralogy on human nature.
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