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					About This Book

						
							The papers in this volume can be roughly divided between ‘the philosophy of mind’ and ‘the philosophy of language’. They are, however, united by the idea that this standard philosophical classification stands in the way of clear thinking about many of the core issues. With this, they are united by the idea that the notion of a human being must be central to any philosophical discussion of issues in this area, and by an insistence on an inescapably ethical dimension of any adequate discussion of these issues. None of the papers is well described as ‘exegetical’, but most of them are, in one way or another, papers about Wittgenstein, and all of them are discussions of themes central to his later work and strongly influenced by it. While the debt to Wittgenstein is enormous, many of the papers involve significant criticisms of ideas widely drawn from him, and some of these criticisms may have application to Wittgenstein himself.

The discussions of ‘the philosophy of mind’ are marked by an emphasis on the individual’s relations with others and, with that, by a detailed attention given to the human bodily form. Within the bodily form, the face is, both visually and through the voice, the locus of expression of our thoughts and feelings, and so central to our recognition of each other as beings who have thoughts and feelings. With this, it is central to the ‘attitude towards a soul’ of which Wittgenstein speaks: a phrase that highlights the centrality of an ethical dimension to any adequate philosophical treatment of our understanding of others. My relation to other creatures – both human and non-human – is distorted by the idea of an underpinning of the kind proposed in ‘the argument from analogy’; but it is distorted, too, by the idea (that we may take from Wittgenstein) that our seeing similarities between we human beings and dogs or giant squids is a condition of our ability to ascribe pain or fear to such creatures. A ‘phenomenological’ treatment of our perception of faces may be helpful in breaking down pervasive philosophical prejudices here. The irreducible sense in which the smile that we see is a smile on this face is intimately connected with Wittgenstein’s insistence on the importance of context for an ascription of thoughts and feelings: an insistence that brings out a fundamental incoherence in dominant, ‘reductive’, treatments of the notion of a persisting individual. This incoherence is intimately tied to a failure to leave a place for the notion of a particular individual, as opposed to kinds (transferable properties), in our thought about those whom we know and care for; and, with that, a failure to leave a place for anything recognisable as love. 

The notion of a human being links the discussions of mind and language through the relation between two themes in Wittgenstein: (i) the way in which the human enters into our thinking (‘The human body is the best picture of the human soul’); (ii) the way in which our thinking is a reflection of our humanity. These relations are distorted by the emphasis on ‘rule following’ and the appeal to the idea of continuing an arithmetical series that has had a central place in discussions of language originating from Wittgenstein. Approaches from this perspective fail to do justice to the idea of speech as a form of interaction between people. Rush Rhees suggests that conversation provides a better model for thinking about language. To share a language with someone is to be able to speak with her. One aspect of Wittgenstein’s ‘attitude towards a soul’ is the demand to seek forms of contact with others: including, centrally, interaction in speech with others. Such interaction is crucially dependent on trust, and on the effort to sustain conversation in the face of the unlimited possibilities of its collapse: possibilities that find expression in philosophy in various forms of scepticism. Wittgenstein’s appeal to the idea that ‘justification comes to an end’ is potentially misleading in that it may obscure the possibilities of sustaining discussion in the face of such potential collapse. While much of what we say may run into the sand if pursued in certain directions, we may take one of the tasks of philosophy to be that of bringing out possibilities of a sense of forms we would not have anticipated: and so enhancing the links between us that are involved in conversation. We do well here to shift from the familiar question ‘What conditions must something satisfy in order to be a language?’ to the question ‘What is it seriously to think of – to acknowledge in practice - an individual or group as speaking?’ A focus on this question may cast in a clearer light the character and importance of questions about the language capacities of non-human creatures. The issues here are only well understood if we recognize the primacy of the ethical in our relations to such creatures: a point well illustrated by a remarkable study of the language capacities of bonobo.
						

					
					Reviews

					
						"These are deeply thoughtful papers. David Cockburn turns our attention to features of our lives that we too frequently lose sight of in philosophy. Readers will especially profit from the wide-ranging and realistic examples and from the many ways Cockburn brings out the ethical significance of our philosophical questions about mind and language.” — Cora Diamond, Corcoran Department of Philosophy, University of Virginia
"David Cockburn manages to throw new and unexpected light on some of the traditional problems of mind and language. His work is exceptional in its ability to combine depth of reflection with accessibility of presentation. This volume raises the question of what it means to be human, as this is brought out in our mutual relations, in expressive behaviour and conversation. Cockburn’s thought is characterized by attention to the ethical dimension which is crucial to an understanding of our shared life. The nature of humanity is further illuminated by an emphasis on the continuities between human and animal life. Ideas formulated by Wittgenstein are here carried forward in fruitful ways.” — Lars Hertzberg, Department of Philosophy, Åbo Akademi University
"The intelligence at work in these essays is at once humane, subtle and penetrating. While David Cockburn has learnt deeply from Wittgenstein, the voice heard here is very distinctly Cockburn’s own. I have learned a great deal from listening carefully to it. Cockburn’s approach to the many themes of his essays is refreshingly free of ‘baggage’. It reflects an appreciation that you have to let whatever you write about show you how to write about it. The result is a freshness and an openness of philosophical thinking that is both very unusual, and urgently needed, in the contemporary philosophical scene. This is a terrific collection.” — Christopher Cordner, University of Melbourne, Victoria 
"This is a beautiful and rewarding collection. It brings together David Cockburn’s distinctively sensitive, careful, and original philosophical thinking around questions of what it means to be a human being and what Wittgenstein’s philosophy can teach us about it. — Maria Balaska, Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Hertfordshire, UK
The volume is a collection of 12 essays, all of which, except for the introduction and the seventh chapter ‘Not Empiricism and Yet Realism’, have been published previously in some form. The essays span from the early ‘The Mind, the Brain and the Face’ from 1985, to ‘Deirdre’s Smile: Names, Faces and ‘the Simple Actuality’ of Another’, published in 2021. Reading the essays together as a whole, however, adds real value, since they are not introduced chronologically but organized thematically in a way that allows one to discern what is distinctive of Cockburn’s philosophical vision — Camilla Kronqvist, Philosophy, Faculty of Arts, Psychology and Theology, Abo Akademi University, Turku, Finland; Philosophical Investigations 2022.
This book makes available lectures and seminars on Spinoza that Peter Winch gave in the eighties, at Swansea and then at King’s College London. There are six chapters and the volume contains a substantial essay by David Cockburn, Winch, Spinoza, and the Human Body, in which he reflects on the lectures and on the conceptual difficulties of Spinoza’s detaching the concept of ‘body’ from the moorings of our common understanding— which moorings would, of course, represent for Spinoza an inadequate idea. In that case, what kind of interior changes have to occur if we are to arrive at an adequate idea?—a question relevant to how we assess Spinoza’s view of the relation between metaphysics and ethics — Michael McGhee, University of Liverpool; Michael Campbell and Sarah Tropper; Philosophical Investigations 2022.
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