









        
        
            
                
                    JavaScript seems to be disabled in your browser.

                    You must have JavaScript enabled in your browser to utilize the functionality of this website.                

            

        

    

    
        




	
		
			

				

					
					
															
						 

					


				
 

				

					
					
										

					

					
				
 

			
 
		
 
	
 

	
		
			

				
								

					
					
					
						
							
						
					

					


					

											
							
							Menu
						
					
											
							
							Search
						
					
											
							
							Account
						
					
											
							
														Compare
						
					
						
						


						


					

					

					
					
					
					

											
						
																															
			Anthem Press
	



																					
 
					
											
						
																															    
    

        
    
        Search:
        
        
        Search
        

        
    




	X
	
		Search result
	
	
	
	






    





																					
 
					
											
						
																															
    
        
        
                    


    
        
        
            
                        Cart
                         

        
     
    
                
            

                                You have no items in your shopping cart.


            
 
        
 
    

 

 

        
        
                
        
                    


    
        
            
                        Compare
             
        
    

    
            You have no items to compare.

        



 

 
        
        
                
        
                    
                
                    




	View Full Catalogue 
	

	 Basket  











	Account
	Wishlist
	Log In


                

            

        
        
        
    
 



																					
 
					
				
 

			
 
		
 
	
 

			
	
		
			
	

	
	
	 
		

			  
			
				
				Menu
			
			
		


	


	 
		
	
	
	ABOUT US
	
	PUBLISHING WITH US
	WHY PUBLISH WITH US
	SUBMIT A PROPOSAL
	THE PUBLISHING PROCESS
	PERMISSIONS AND COPYRIGHT
	SALES AND MARKETING



	
	PARTNERSHIPS
	
	CONTACT US
	
	BLOG


	




	
	


 
		
 
	
 	

 

 

 





        
            

            
                
                                         

    
    
    Browse
    

    
    
            	
                                 
                                
                                Architecture and Built Environment                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Business, Management and Law                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Development Studies                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Economics and Finance                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Environment and Sustainability                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Humanities, Literature and Arts                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Politics and International Relations                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Regional and Area Studies                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Sociology                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Science                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                General Interest                                
																															
                            
	
                                 
                                
                                Education                                
																															
                            


    

    
    

  


  
    
    Brands and Imprints
    

    
    
        	
                                
                                Anthem EnviroExperts Review                                
							
	
                                
                                Anthem Companions to Sociology                                
							
	
                                
                                Anthem Impact                                
							
	
                                
                                Anthem Critical Introductions                                
							
	
                                
                                Anthem World Scientific                                
							
	
                                
                                Economic Ideas that Built  America / Europe                                
							
	
                                
                                First Hill Books                                
							


  

    

  

  


                    
                                                



	
		   
    	
                    
                Home                  












			 
             	
                    
                Economics and Finance                  


			 
             	
                    
                Series                  


			 
             	
                    
                Economic Ideas that Built Europe                  


			 
             	
                    
               A 'Short Treatise' on the Wealth and Poverty of Nations (1613)
              



		
			
				
				
								
												
					Share

					
					
				

				
					Add to GoodReads

				

			

						
							
			
				
					
											A 'Short Treatise' on the Wealth and Poverty of Nations (1613)

													By Antonio Serra
  Edited by Sophus A. Reinert

							
												
												Economic Ideas that Built Europe
												Anthem Other Canon Economics
																			 
 					

					‘A ‘Short Treatise’ on the Wealth and Poverty of Nations’ presents, for the first time, an English translation of Antonio Serra’s ‘Breve Trattato’ (1613), one of the most famous tracts in the history of political economy.
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					About This Book

						
							Although no less an authority than Joseph A. Schumpeter proclaimed that Antonio Serra was the world’s first economist, he remains something of a dark horse of economic historiography. Nearly nothing is known about Serra except that he wrote and died in jail, and his ‘Short Treatise’ is so rare that only nine original copies are known to have survived the ravages of time. What, then, can a book written nearly four centuries ago tell us about the problems we now face? Serra’s key insight, studying the economies of Venice and Naples, was that wealth was not the result of climate or providence but of policies to develop economic activities subject to increasing returns to scale and a large division of labour. Through a very systematic taxonomy of economic life, Serra then went on from this insight to theorize the causes of the wealth of nations and the measures through which a weak, dependent economy could achieve worldly melioration.
 At a time when leading economists return to biological explanations for the failure of their theories, the ‘Short Treatise’ can remind us that there are elements of history which numbers and graphs cannot convey or encompass, and that there are less despondent lessons to be learned from our past. Serra’s remarkable tract is introduced by a lengthy and illuminating study of his historical context and legacy for the theoretical and cultural history of economics.
						

					
					Reviews

					
						No reviews for this title.					

					
					Author Information

					
						Antonio Serra (f.1613) was a Neapolitan lawyer and political economist.
 Sophus A. Reinert is Assistant Professor at Harvard Business School. From 2008–2011 he was Research Fellow in History at Gonville & Caius College, University of Cambridge, UK.
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